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Martin Luther as great reformer is not only significant for the protestant Church, but also for
the protestant theology. On the one hand he has not advocated a new doctrine, nor
systematized the protestant faith, for what he believes and teaches is the triune God and the
salvation of Christ, which has no difference to the apostolic faith and patristic teaching. On
the other hand, his discovery of “the theology of the cross” and “justification by faith” led

him to a new understanding of faith and theology, which is distinct from the scholastics and as
common ground for the reformers.

According to Luther “the proper subject of theology is man, guilty of sin and lost, and God,
who justifies and is the Savior of sinful man. Whatever in theology is sought or argued
outside this subject is error and poison.” (WA 40 11,328,1-2) Based on this fundamental
concern for theology he insisted that the theology of the cross alone is the true theology,
which not only gives us true understanding of God but leads us to God’s salvation too.
However it is not possible to find the crucified God outside the Bible. Luther, therefore,
teaches the right way of studying theology, which is in fact a biblical study: oratio, meditatio,
tentatio. What Luther meant is obviously not pure rational knowledge about God, but
personal experience with God through the Bible. He said, theologia est practica, non
speculative; sola experiential facit theologum. Doing theology for Luther is to believe in
what God has done for me — His cross and justification.  This kind of vita passiva begins by
lustitia passiva.

Theologian today talks about interdisciplinary studies; puts more effort into philosophy,
psychology, sociology, even natural science rather then oratio, meditatio and tentatio.

Neither vita passiva nor suffering with Christ are necessarily a theological concern for many
theologians who come from a generation of wealth. A well balance between past and now is
probably a significant topic for our study today.
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