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THE NATIONS
GENESIS 10:10-32

First, Nimrod: The founder of the Babylonian Empire.

 The oldest settlement at Babylon, was established 
prior to 3000 B.C. Its power and place in history 
until the medo-Persian Empire 2500 years later.

 Perhaps the most famous non-biblical Babylonian 
king was Hammurabi, 1792-1750 B.C.

Now, the rest of the TABLE OF NATIONS we began 
last week.
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THE DESCENDANTS OF SHEM

 It is interesting that Shem is identified first as “the 
father of all the children of Eber” (the Hebrews).

 Elam is the ancestor of the Elamites.

 Asshur was the founder of the Assyrians.

 Little is known of Arphaxad except that he was in 
the direct line leading to Abraham. 

 Aram, father of the Aramaeans (the same as the 
Syrians)—the founders of the Aramaic language.
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SIGNS OF DIVISION v. 25

 This is the most intriguing verse in the Semitic section 
of the Table of Nations. 

 Since the name Peleg means “division,” questions 
come to mind: Dividing of what or whom, and why?

 The most obvious interpretation of this verse is that the 
division is the division of the peoples at the Tower of 
Babel, as we will see when we get to Genesis 11.

 Mankind is already back on a collision course with God.
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THE GOD OF ALL NATIONS

In total, we have SEVENTY primeval nations listed 
here by Shem in his original Table of the Nations.

1. God is the Lord of ALL NATIONS.

2. ALL NATIONS belong to one human family.

3. God has a purpose for ALL NATIONS to fulfill.

4. God is concerned for ALL NATIONS.

HISTORY is still HIS STORY.
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