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11 The Oxford Companion of The English Language Tom McArthur Climax

1. In rhetoric, an ascending series of words and ideas or events in which intensity and
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Frank Moore Cross

                                                                                                                      
significance increase step by step;

2. In drama, a crisis or moment of decision;
3. In general usage, the highest or most intense point in an experience or series of events.

anti-climax McArthur
1. In rhetoric a descent from the elevated and important to the low and trivial;
2. In drama the lowered state after a climax, in life an outcome that fails to live up to expectation.
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15 18 ASV, RSV
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Yahweh does pass by Elijah in the cave on Sinai.  There is repetition as
required.  The god of Moses approaches his great prophet Elijah.  Again
Sinai is wracked by storm wind, by quaking, and by fire  the three hall
marks of the theophany of the storm god.  At this point the repetition
abruptly ends, and the expectations of the hearer (or reader) of the tale
are shattered by a surprise ending……The abrupt refusal of Yahweh to
appear as in the traditional theophay at Sinai marked the beginning of a
new era in his mode of self-disclosure.  This is the way, we believe, that
the ancient prophetic school of Elijah viewed the matter.17

shattered 18

                                                
17 F. M. Cross, ‘Canaanite Myth and Hebrew Epic’, Essays in the History of th Religion of Israel, p.195-4
18 an outcome that fails to live up to expectation. 11


