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JOSHUA 1: 6-9

1:9 “Have not I commanded you? Be strong and
courageous. Do not be terrified; Do not be discour-
aged, for the Lord your God will be with you wher-

ever you go” !

INTRODUCTION
I want to thank the Principal James Chen for in-

viting me to participate in this chapel service. It has
been my privilege to be a part of Chungtai seminary
for more than 30 years, so I have many wonderful
memories, Chungtai has been like a Promise Land
for me.

We serve a God who likes to do new things. He
created the world, then he created a new human fam-
ily. And because of sin, he now is working to re-
create this family through the new birth, to make us

new creatures in Christ Jesus.

[. THE PROMISE LAND
The Lord chose Abraham to be the father of a new

nation, the nation Israel, for God wanted a people
and a nation for a new beginning for his new king-
dom. And God wanted them to live in the Promise

Land, and to become a blessing to the whole world.

II. CHUNGTAI BECAME LIKE A PRO-

MISE LAND
When I think of all the wonderful events that led

fE 50— 6~9H]

—89H1 > RS ZBHIHRIE « REME
ALEE | A28 - BARKIZE - ARIMEREH
B - HFIZE(RevBERETE - J

[

IS
HERXG R ROBIEE @ PIHESETEE
RER - =+ 2FK 0 REEEN BN IRPEM

B - WHESTZEEHOIR - HHMS - F
OEREST R -

HPIPNSBENB R —(USENSIEATSEM0 -
mEhE SR - WHEMENS T — @RI ARR
B e %TQ‘EE’H%E& BEMERSH NHTHE
i B—RREEABRE - BHRFATEEHER
@EX%%)TEB@A °

L fEsT 21t

HBBREDRBNFMR —BINERZK
BRI ESIE - ARmhEREIeHHEE - PT
UFES—HBUNER - Rise2AEFIBETE
st L ENREHEIRE

. PEFR BT

ERBEBRALEEINS - LERIIT P



to the founding of Chungtai, it was like the Lord
leading the Holiness Church leaders and OMS to
a new Promise Land here in Taichung. It became a
spiritual oasis in central Taiwan.

I first came to Chungtai in 1953. (This chapel
room was quite different, no balcony, this stage was
not here, it was at the other end where the balcony is
now.) I came to take a group of students to the south
of Taiwan to plant churches. This was, and still is,
the purpose of Chungtai, to train workers to take the
Gospel to the ends of the earth. (Also faculty and
students planted a new church right here on campus).

This campus was very adequate for the prepara-
tion of the first generation of faculty and students.
But there was need for more and better facilities
for the second generation. So in 1972 we built new
dormitories and faculty homes. More faculty were
trained, the academic programs expanded, and ac-
creditation with the Asia Theological Association
was achieved. The Lord fulfilled his promises to us
and for two generations we enjoyed and were blessed
here in this Promise Land.

But now we must prepare for the next, the third
and fourth generations, and for this the Lord is lead-
ing us to a new Promise Land. In this time of tran-
sition, let me share from Joshua chapter one, three

admonitions.

III. THREE ADMONITIONS
1. DO NOT BE DISCOURAGED

Joshua 1:9 We remember all the difficulties and
problems Moses faced as he led Israel toward the
Promise Land. At one point Moses was so discour-
aged he said, “Lord, if you do not go with us, we

will not go!” And the Lord replied, “I will go with
you!” And the Lord kept his promise!
There will always be those who do not share the

vision of the Promise Land. But as the board, faculty
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and students begin this transition to a new location,
remember this admonition, Do not be discouraged,
for the Lord has promised to be with you, he will
bring you to the new Promise Land.

2. BE STRONG AND COURAGEOUS!

Joshua 1:6,7,9,and 18. The kind of strength that
is needed to occupy the new Promise Land is more
than physical strength. Strength that is needed is in-
ner spiritual strength, to overcome fear, discourage-
ment, and what seems like insurmountable obstacles.
Strength to wholly trust the Lord when accomplish-
ing the task may seem impossible.

Courage is acting in faith, standing on the Prom-
ises of God, facing the challenges ahead with con-
fidence, because the Lord has promised to go with
you. We know God has said, “Nothing is too hard
for God” !

3. DO NOT LET THE BOOK OF THE LAW DE-
PART FROM YOUR MOUTH!

Joshua 1:8. The Bible is our road map to the
Promise Land. God” s Word must continue to be
the foundation for all we believe and do as we oc-
cupy the new Promise Land. God told Joshua, and he
would remind us, “be careful to do everything writ-
ten it” . Let me add my admonition: never, never
depart from God’ s Holy Scriptures, always make
the Bible the foundation of all you teach and do.

Let me remind you of the four mottos of Chun-
gtai, you see them here on the Chapel walls in gold
letters, (and printed on the back of todays program)

“KNOW GOD'S, WORD,
BE SPIRIT EMPOWERED,
EXALT THE CROSS,
PROCLAIM GOD'S GRACE” !

To this, the Lord makes another great promise

(Joshua 1:8) “Then you will be Prosperous and suc-

cessful” !
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IV. CONCLUSION

As I said at the beginning, God likes to make new
things. In fact, the Bible closes with God saying he
is going to make a new heaven and a new earth. As
God is in the process of making new people for the
new kingdom, Chungtai is a vital part, preparing
those who can serve the Lord both here in Taiwan
and around the world. We have had two generations
of a wonderful Promise Land, but it is now time to
move to a new Promise Land, so:

“DO NOT BE DISCOURAGED!
BE STRONG AND COURAGEOUS!
KEEP TRUE TO THE BIBLE IN EVERY-
THING!
FOR THE LORD YOUR GOD WILL BE
WITH YOU WHEREVER YOU GO!”
AMEN!
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