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How evil came into the world

Rom 5:12-19; Gen 3:1-7

                                                              Angela Gee
Introduction

The judicial hearing into allegations of official pressure for a merger of the HKIEd and the CUHK, as well as governmental attempts to curb dissent, obviously revealed distrust between the Government and the HKIEd. Government officials denied of what they had been said quoted in the statement made by the HKIEd. In a ruined working relationship, the HKIEd secretly recorded their conversations with government officials for self-protection. 
In today’s passages Gen 3:1-7 and Rom 5:12-19, we witness how Adam and Eve’s distrust of God brought evil into the world. However, distrust between the government and the HKIEd is different from man’s distrust of God. The latter is a sinful rebellion against all-loving God----a deliberate alienation from Him. Man gave up but God didn’t. The moment evil came into the world, salvation too. 
Sin defined as transgression of God’s law

The original meaning of ‘sin’ άμάρτίά in Greek (Rom 5:12) is ‘to miss the mark/target’. When you fall short of God’s standard, it is a sin. Adam had received a clear oral commandment from God (Gen 2:17): “You must not eat from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, for when you eat of it you will surely die." But Adam and Eve disbelieved God’s word that “they will surely die after eating the fruit”. Sin entered into the world when they violated the direct command of God by eating the forbidden fruit in the Garden of Eden as breaking God’s command is sin. 
We share in Adam’s sin of rebellion
But why are we being punished for Adam’s sin committed thousands of years ago? After all, he ate the forbidden fruit, we didn’t. It’s his problem, not ours! Isn’t that every person is responsible for his own deeds一人做事一人當? Why our God of Justice held all people responsible because of one man’s sinful act? 
This is because Adam was the first man created by God; the natural head and representative of the whole human race, his sin affected all future generations. Since that time, sin has been passed down through all the generations of mankind. When we say that Adam’s sin is passed down to us, that means even though we were not the ones who personally violated God’s command in the Garden of Eden, we are given the blame for it. We share in his sin of rebellion, which transferred to every member of the human race such that we are counted guilty for it as well. On the other hand, we, Adam’s descendants, have inherited our sinful nature from him. Just as we inherit physical characteristics from our parents, we inherit our sinful natures from Adam. The picture is like dripping a drop of black ink into a basin of clear water. The ink spoiled it all. Henceforth, no person is free from involvement in sin, except Jesus.  

Paul does explain this sinful nature candidly: “I know that nothing good lives in me, that is, in my sinful nature. For I have the desire to do what is good, but I cannot carry it out…So I find this law at work: When I want to do good, evil is right there with me. For in my inner being I delight in God's law; but I see another law at work in the members of my body, waging war against the law of my mind and making me a prisoner of the law of sin at work within my members (Rom 7:18-23). In Chinese culture, a sinner is one who has committed sin. In Scripture, it's just the other way round: a sinner had committed/commits/will commit sin because of his/her sinful nature, because all men after Adam inherit with sinful nature, except Jesus.
With sin came death, for the wages of sin is death. People would have lived forever if Adam had not rebelled. Adam’s sin brought death and spread to everyone, for everyone sinned (Rom 5:12). Actually two things died after Adam and Eve’s disobedience and distrust to God. One part that died was their perfect bodies and could not live forever (physical death). The second part that died was their perfect relationship with God (spiritual death). They were expelled from paradise. Their close communion with God was severed by their rebellion against God. 
Now deep in your heart, do you distrust God too? 
Do you realize our disbelief of God will break our close communion with Him? 

Evil separates us from God
Let’s look at the steps in Gen 3:1-7 how evil separates man from God. First, Satan misled Eve by inserting doubt about the Word of God: “Has God indeed said?” Doubt easily leads us to disbelief, then disobedience. Next, Satan lied to Eve that she would not surely die. One of Satan’s skills is to deny God’s word and let us fall into disbelief. 
Satan then tempted her further by saying “you will be like God.” Eve finally yielded to the temptation by her lust of the flesh (good for food and pleasant to the eyes) and her pride (the fruit will make her wise). Satan is good at leading us astray, starting from the sin of the flesh. It brought this exact temptation to Jesus in the wilderness. “Make these stones into bread”----the appeal to the flesh, as the fruit was good for food. Then Satan showed the Lord the kingdoms of the world and offered them to Him----the appeal pleasant to our mind, as the fruit was pleasant to the eyes. Satan still uses this kind of tactic today, against you and me, because it still works! People usually choose wrong things because they have become convinced that these things are good. Our sins do not always appear ugly to us and the pleasant sins are the hardest to avoid. The lust of the flesh, the lust of the eye and the pride of life, are not of the Father, but of the world. These sins of the flesh come out of the heart of man, way down deep.
Eating the forbidden fruit of knowing good and evil is deadly sin of rebellion against God. In Hebrew’s culture, being able to discern good and evil (tell their right hand from their left) is an act of declaring self-independence. They wanted to be like God and ate the forbidden fruit. It’s not just a desire for gaining wisdom, but a deliberate denial of God’s loving relationship with them-----the core of their sin. Such denial of God’s love led to their separation with God. This is exactly the ultimate aim of Satan!
The gift of free will

Then why God created evil? God did create mankind, but not evil! God saw all that he had made, and it was very good (Gen 1:31). Remember, in the middle of the Garden of Eden were the tree of life and the tree of the knowledge of good and evil. God didn’t intend to create a sinner and let all his descendants take the blame for his sin. Think about the situation of a couple who desires to have a baby. After growing up, the child may disobey or repay the couple, just as some children abandon their old parents while some dutifully take care of their parents until they die. No parents plot to raise a bad child and declare to the kid who did make fault, “We’ll remember, you’ll pay.” (Pun on Arthur Li Kwok-cheung’s words)
You may ask, “God is omniscient and omnipotent, couldn’t He forbid Adam to sin?” Let me illustrate with another picture: A man puts a gun to a woman’s head and says, “Do you love me?” The woman may say “I do” but can she truly love him? True love comes from the freedom to love and not to love. Healthy and rational persons do not try to force others to love them because love must be sincere and from one’s own will. To force someone to love is tyrannical and destroys love. Our God of love seeks for true love and gives us freedom to choose loving him or not; to trust or distrust, to obey or disobey him. 

Sin/evil is the consequence of misused freedom. Say a sharp meat knife can be used by a skilled chef to chop food but can be misused by a murderer to kill others. The sharpness of the meat knife was originally made for good purpose, but the customer has the freedom of choice to make good or evil use of it. When God allows us to choose whether to do good or evil, to love or disobey Him, he is allowing us to choose between two sets of consequences. If He were to remove the logical consequences of the choices offered, He is in fact removing the choices themselves. 
C.S. Lewis in his book Mere Christianity further explains that God’s gift of free will is the origin of love, goodness and happiness. It might be much easier for God to create a bunch of robots preloaded with anti-sin softwares that never will they commit sin but sing Hallelujah every minute. God prefers a world of love and trust to a world of prey. He is willing and prepared to pay the price for man’s abuses of his gift of free will.
How to avoid evil?
The sight of sin itself is not sin until desire and action take place. Eve began with the sight of sin. Thus, the very sight of sin ought to be avoided. Sometimes, literally ‘run away’ from evil things. Beware, sin is lying down at your door; it desires to have you, but you must master it. Sin is like a crafty serpent, which attacks us suddenly and unknowingly, often targets our most vulnerable spot and desires to grasp us forever with force! 
Jesus defines even having impure thought is a sin. Looking at a woman lustfully has already committed adultery with her in the heart. If our opponent’s house caught fire in an arson attack, and we rejoice at his misfortune, we have already sinned though we did not set fire to his house. “If your right eye causes you to sin, gouge it out and throw it away. It is better for you to lose one part of your body than for your whole body to be thrown into hell. And if your right hand causes you to sin, cut it off and throw it away” (Mt 5:29). Jesus’ exaggerative speech is to emphasize how evil sin is and how important it is to stop anything that causes sin. Like glue, sin attaches to us so tightly. Cut it off! 
Honestly, it’s hard to get away from a tempting situation. If one falls down, his friend can help him up. But pity the man who falls and has no one to help him up! Always remain in the loving body of Christ can assist us to throw off everything that hinders and the sin that so easily entangles us. In a loving community, we remind ourselves not to let people down nor disgrace our God. Remember what Jesus did when he faced temptation in the desert? Use God’s Word to counter Satan’s twisting of the Bible! Of course, pray ceaselessly for strength to resist temptations. God is faithful; he will not let you be tempted beyond what you can bear. But when you are tempted, he will also provide a way out so that you can stand up under it. 

Sin and death came through Adam, justification and life through Christ
While Adam and Eve had ruined the loving relationship between man and God, God is determined to grant us a remedy. Like the father in the parable of the prodigal son, God is all time ready to welcome our return with open arms. Some of us think our sins are so shocking that God will not forgive them. A quick look through Scripture will reveal all sorts of bad people whom God has forgiven. David killed a man in order to steal his wife; Paul hunted down Christians and dragged them in for trial. In retrospect, Paul wrote, “Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners----of whom I am the worst” (1 Tim 1:15). When Satan succeeds to net you to sin, it tends to use guilt to drive you away from God into your own world of despair. Drag you separate with God is its ultimate goal. You have to turn this kind of evil guilt into godly sorrow, which directs you to repentance and cleansing. Jesus forgave those who crucified him and he gave new hope to the thief on the cross. If these people can receive forgiveness, so can we. Our sins can’t be bigger than God’s grace. God hates sin, but He has mercy on all sinners.

Taiwanese rape killer Chen Hsin-Hsing 陳進興 was sentenced to death after serial crimes. One of his ruthless crimes was kidnapping & raped the daughter of one local famous artist 白冰冰. He mailed the artist a postal parcel, which carried the chopped finger of her daughter. His last crime was keeping the South African Consulate’s family in hostage with a gun. When the police arrived, the Consulate’s family prayed for Chen. Before the Consulate returned to South Africa, he wrote a letter to Chen and gave him a bible. Chen finally believed in Jesus Christ and baptized in jail. Before his execution, Chen had brought several inmates to Jesus. Many skeptics considered Chen had not really repented, that he was just scared to go into hell. They fail to understand that God indeed hates sin, but definitely has mercy on sinners.
In Hong Kong, we have robber-convert Yip Kai Foon 葉繼歡. While his firing of AK47 before a bank 11 years ago (1996) is still crystal clear in our mind, he has been paralyzed and confined in a wheelchair after the gunshot. Our professor of Divinity School of Theology, Rev. Dr. Tobias Brandner was the first minister (representing Hong Kong Christian Kun Sun Association) to approach Yip. Yip accepted Jesus Christ in 2000 and never would he miss a bible lesson unless he was ill. He even enrolled in a Discipleship distance-learning course and scored B+. Yip was baptized in Shek Pik Prison in 2004. 

Righteousness means God no longer convicts us. Every believer is righteous and at the same time a sinner. As one man brought evil and death into the world, salvation also came into the world brought by Jesus Christ, the last Adam. In Adam all die, in Christ all live. Count ourselves dead to sin but alive to God in Christ Jesus is the only solution to defeat evil. By Adam’s disobedience to God’s command, all men were born sinners, by Christ’s obedience to God the Father; those who believe in Him are saved. God could have sent His Son to condemn the world but instead, sent Him here to suffer, bleed, and die in order that the world through Him can be saved. The obedience of Christ has reversed the sin of Adam. Jesus’ trust in God the Father is our model in combating evil. 
Conclusion:

Being a Christian does not mean living a sin-free life, but it means living a life that is freed from the power of sin. With Christ, we are freed of bondage of sin. He gives us the strength to overcome sin, and set us free. Apart from Jesus Christ, we are slaves to sin and repeat the deadly sin committed by Adam and Eve-----deliberately break up our relationship with God. The difference between life and death depends on our trust in God; whether we choose to obey or disobey Him. The truth is that Jesus is not coming to call the righteous, but sinners to repentance. 
