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To many young people, having wedding service in the church is a matter of romance. The decoration of flowers, the cute ring-bearer and little bride’s maid and the privatization of hymns for the occasion, render the service a private party for the couple. Some groom even sings as the bride walks along the aisle. Certain groom sings to the bride just before the acknowledgement at the end of the wedding service. 


As a minister I usually remind the couple that the wedding is a worship service and God is the focus. If we say the wedding is an occasion of romance, it is the romance of God, not the bride and groom that draws the congregation together. I say to the couple: “Now you are grown up and stand before me for the vow. What makes this possible? It is because many years ago a man and woman--your parents--got married. Because they got married you came to this world. When we were unable to protect ourselves as infants we were under the care of our parents. Under their shelter we grew up. Now here you are, ready to get marry.” Therefore in the Book of Prayer the first reason for the ordinance of marriage is to fulfill God’s purpose to reproduce and the bringing up of our children in accordance to his will.  We may not understand the wonder of life and the mystery of life. Nevertheless we partake in procreation and are his instruments as God’s history unfolds.  The Science of Romance---Why We Need Love to Survive is the cover story of this week’s Time. The subtitle Why We Need Love to Survive does not mean that without love (of a mate) we can not survive. The word ‘we’ pertains to human race. “Nature doesn’t really care if we experience the thrill of falling in love or not, but it deeply cares that we make a lot of babies and stick around to raise them. The problem is, human babies require an awful lot of care—18 years or more. When we first reach sexual maturity, we scan the world for people to mate with….Companionate love then bonds us to our partner for our child-rearing years and beyond. They are together to rear children as a family. Today many young people are not sensitive to this parental calling. 


But to Jacob who was promised to be the father of great nation and had abundant descendants as the dust on earth he should be careful to choose his wife. The text we read today tells of Jacob’s two wives, Leah and Rachel who are happened to be sisters. Who is more suitable to be Jacob’s wife, Leah or Rachel? The story between Leah and Rachel teaches us much about love and marriage. 
1. Jacob the disappointed lover. Genesis 29: 1-30

At the advice of his mother Rebekah Jacob the fugitive left home to run from the sword of Esau and headed for Haran to find his uncle Laban. It is certainly by providence that Jacob came across Laban’s acquaintances at a well. And then came Rachel, the shepherdess. Jacob immediately  advised the shepherds to drink their sheep and go back for razing. “Look, the sun is still high; it is not time for the flock gathered. Water the sheep and take them to pasture.” (29: 7) Jacob wanted to be alone with Rachel. Rachel was lovely in form, and beautiful. When Rachel drew by the well he volunteered to remove the heavy stone cover of the well by himself and watered his uncle’s sheep. This amazing action no doubt was intended to impress Rachel. We should understand why we need cheer girls around for the boys in the basketball field. Evidently Jacob fell in love with Rachel at first sight. He was willing to work for Laban for seven years in order to have her as wife. The seven years “seemed like only a few days to him because of his love for her.” 

As we all know Jacob was greatly disappointed to find out next morning after the wedding feast that the bride was Leah, not Rachel whom he loved. He was cheated by Laban. But Jacob was willing to work for another seven years for Rachel. It is not easy to labor for someone you fall love at first sight for fourteen years. Jacob was indeed a great lover. Now Jacob had Leah and Rachel as wives and it was very common in those days. But who was more suitable to be Jacob’s wife, Leah or Rachel? Let us look at the sisters one by one. 
2. Leah—the unloved wife. Genesis 29: 31-35; 30: 14-21

Why was Leah willing to substitute Rachel at that night? She might be coerced by her father Laban and out of respect of her father and with Rachel’s acquiescence she went. She might also like Jacob herself. After the encounter at Bethel there was a spiritual awakening on the part of Jacob. The meeting of the shepherds and Rachel at the well should be the evidence of divine care promised to him at Bethel. Jacob was sensitive and perseverant as well as hard working. He was an ideal husband. Leah loved Jacob too. Jacob did not reject Leah and finished the bridal week with her. Leah was beautiful too though not as beautiful as Rachel. Leah had weak eyes. Nevertheless Jacob loved Rachel more than Leah (29: 30).


Leah was an unloved wife. She was unhappy. The names of her children speak of her spiritual struggle. At first she longed for her husband’s love which was again and again denied to her. Reuben means “the Lord has seen my misery. Surely my husband will love me now.” But the answer was no. Simeon means “the Lord heard that I am not loved, he gave me this one too.” Again her hope still lay in her husband but love was denied to her.    Levi means attachment. “Now at last my husband will become attached to me, because I borne him three sons.” Of course again love was denied to him. At last when Judah was born Leah shifted her focus. She found comfort in God instead of her husband. “ This time I will praise the Lord.” Through her maid Zilpah Gad and Asher were born. At their birth Leah considered fortunate and happy. Leah was no longer in the bondage of bitterness. Later she bore Issachar meaning worth and Zebulun meaning living together. Now she felt she had worth and possessed the strong hope of getting back Jacob.

The story of Leah tells us that marriage itself does not guarantee fortune and sometimes we may suffer from marriage. The vow is made but man may not honor. In the bridal week Jacob should have promised Leah to love and cherish her till death they part. But after the bridal week Rachel came to the scene and things became different. She was eclipsed and became an unloved wife. In the beginning she wanted to have children in order to gain back Jacob’s favor but it did not work. Not until Leah turned to Lord she was liberated. The story of Leah reminds us real satisfaction is in God. 

3. Rachel—to desire and dominate. Genesis 30: 1-9; 3: 16,17


Rachel is the favored wife. However she was greatly frustrated for being barren. 
Though she was beautiful she was also jealous. “When Rachel saw that she was not bearing Jacob any children, she became jealous of her sister. So she said to Jacob, “ Give me children, or I’ll die!” How could Jacob help her bear a son. Jacob was smart enough to backfire right away: “Jacob became angry with her and said, ‘ Am I in the place of God, who has kept you from having children?’” (30: 1, 2) 

Rachel was also quarrelsome. When Bilhah her maid bore her a second child Rachel called him Napphtali meaning quarrel: “I have a great struggle with my sister, and I have won.” (30: 7) She took away from Leah the mandrakes Reuben brought to her mother. The mandrakes were thought to be love apples and gave birth to children. And using the mandrakes Leah had a chance to sleep with Jacob for one night. 
Rachel loved Jacob but the love turned into desire and from desire to domination. After the fall, God told Eve: “ Your desire will be for your husband, and he will rule over you.” (3: 16) Wife and husband are to love and cherish each other but after the fall they become to desire and to dominate. Sin twists love. Desire and domination are violence of possession. We desire something because we want to possess as our own. Fear comes with desire because we are afraid to lose something we desire to possess. Desire is internal violence. We desire in order to satisfy, to gratify. Domination is the external violence we lay on others. Rachel wanted to possess Jacob exclusively to the point that Leah was not allowed to sleep with Jacob. Leah was allowed to sleep with her husband only in exchange of her mandrakes. If Rachel really loved Jacob she should care about the situation of Jacob. I do not think Jacob would feel happy to see Leah was barred from him. After all Leah was his first wife and Leah bore him six sons. Jacob was torn between the two sisters. Jacob was sometimes angry with the manipulation of the dominating beautiful wife. (30: 1,2) Love does not seek one’s own good. Rachel should let Jacob fulfill his duty as a husband to Leah. 
Rachel gained Jacob’s love but she did not get what she want most—children. Leah had six Rachel only had two. Joseph came to her late and Benjamin was born at Rachel’s death. 


In the case of Leah we learn that our spouse may not deliver what we expect. In the case of Rachel we should know that our children may not deliver what we expect. Only God is our satisfaction.
But who is more suitable to be Jacob’s wife?

Jacob was greatly disappointed to find out he was cheated in the morning after the wedding feast . The bride was not Rachel but Leah. But among the twelve tribes Judah gave rise to kings and Levi gave rise to priests. Both Judah and Levi were born by Leah. We may say Leah was more suitable to be Jacob’s wife. When things do not happen according to our wish and we may be disappointed. Only the Lord knows the best for us. 

In the life of Rachel, mother of Israel we learn about the fulfillment of the words related to Eve, mother of humankind. To love and to cherish becomes to desire and to dominate in the most intimate relationship. Also we witness the pain of birth even to death.” I will greatly increase your pains in childbearing; with pain you will give birth to your children.”  The womb of Benjamin becomes the tomb of Rachel. Rachel was buried on her way to Ephrath, today’s Bethlehem from where seed of David--King of Judah--Jesus was born. And Jesus’ tomb becomes the womb of many. Amen. 
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