On Mount Moriah

Over the course of Christian history, there have been debates over God’s test on Abraham – a dedicated follower and servant being “forced” into an ambivalent emotional state.  Because of his total submission to God, Abraham was willing to sacrifice his son, who symbolized the covenant of God’s unfailing love and that he would become the ancestor of a multitude of nations.  However, what were his feelings, or faith, deep down in his heart? In the drama performance, On the Mount of Moriah, in the 3rd Chung Chi Christian Festival, the production aim at dramatizing this famous character of the Old Testament and, through a light-hearted approach of the contents and an environmental style of the performance, Abraham’s spiritual journey and the issue of the covenant between God and man is re-visited.  On the Mount of Moriah, or the test of Abraham, will serve as an impetus for more intensive research and study of the Bible and related commentaries. 
The play is structured according to the following scenes:

· On Mount of Moriah:  Abraham tied up his son and prepared for the burnt offering to God.  He stopped short and his whole life flashed in mind.

· The First Covenant:  God requested Abraham to leave home and promised he would build a great nation.     

· Took Refuge in Egypt:  There was a great famine in Negev.   Abraham went down to Egypt and sought refuge from the Pharaoh.  He was extremely scared that Pharaoh would kill him because of his beautiful wife; therefore, he told Pharaoh that Sarah was his sister.

· Counting the Stars:  When Abraham was sleeping, God spoke to him through a few mosquitoes.   The word of Lord came to him:” Look up at the heavens and count the stars – if indeed you can count them.  So shall your offspring be.”

· Married the Maidservant:  Abraham’s wife, Sarah overly anxious that she could not give birth to a son and her husband did not have an heir.   Thus, she selected her maidservant, Hagar, to become the concubine.  When Hagar later gave birth to a son,   Sarah was jealous.

· The Covenant of Circumcision:  God confirmed his covenant with Abraham that he would greatly increase his numbers.

· The Burning of Sodom and Gomorrah:  Abraham pleaded for the preservation of the two cities of sins.  Finally, God promised not to destroy them even if only ten righteous men existed. But,  there were not even ten.   

· Back to Mount Moriah:  Back to the present time in Mount Moriah, God stopped Abraham form killing his own son.  Instead of offering the boy, a ram was scarified. 

