On the Road to Emmas, Luke 24: 13-35
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These several weeks we have our attention drawn to Mount Moriah. For the first time we have a drama debut for the Chung Chi Christian Festival. More than half of congregation members got involved on the stage and behind the stage. The rest of the congregation also participated in the cheers. This morning from Mount Moriah we come down to the road leading to Emmas, a city 11 kilometers west of Jerusalem. The time is two thousand years apart but the place is close. Mount Moriah is a hill in Jerusalem upon which the temple of Solomon was built. “Then Solomon began to build the temple of the LORD in Jerusalem on Mount Moriah, where the LORD had appeared to his father David. It was on the threshing floor of Araunah [a] the Jebusite, the place provided by David.” (2 Chronicles 3:1) (所 羅 門 就 在 耶 路 撒 冷 、 耶 和 華 向 他 父 大 衛 顯 現 的 摩 利 亞 山 上 ， 就 是 耶 布 斯 人 阿 珥 楠 的 禾 場 上 、 大 衛 所 指 定 的 地 方 預 備 好 了 ， 開 工 建 造 耶 和 華 的 殿 。) The word Moriah means the place where the Lord appears. The Lord asked Ahraham to offer Isaac in Mount Moriah.When Abraham raised up the knife the Lord appeared to stop him and a ram was seen caught by its horns in the bush. He went over to take the ram and sacrificed it as burnt offering instead of his son. So Abraham called the place The Lord Will Provide. In hill Calvary outside the city Jerusalem the true Isaac--Jesus was crucified as burnt offering. Christ is the provision of God. In Hebrew 11:19, we read: “Abraham reasoned that God could raise the dead, and figuratively speaking, he did receive Isaac back from death.”( 他 以 為 神 還 能 叫 人 從 死 裡 復 活 ； 他 也 彷 彿 從 死 中 得 回 他 的 兒 子 來。) Abraham was right. Jesus the only begotten Son of the Father who died as a sacrifice was raised up the third day. In Mount Moriah God appeared to Abraham in a voice from heaven. On the road to Emmas God the Son appeared to two disciples as fellow stranger alongside. This was the second appearance of Christ on the first Easter Sunday. The first Easter appearance was to Mary Magdallene, leader of the women groups who came to embalm Jesus’ body at dawn in the tomb garden. The third appearance was to the apostles who gathered in the house in  the evening. The longest appearance narrative is on the road to Emmas, took place in afternoon.  William Barclay, the renowned Bible scholar considers the story one of the most beautiful literature ever written.

1. Christ walked alongside the strangers in despair. (Luke 24:15, 16)


“vv.15, 16, “As they talked and discussed these things with each other, Jesus himself came up and walked along with them; but they were kept from recognizing him.”(正 談 論 相 問 的 時 候 ， 耶 穌 親 自 就 近 他 們 ， 和 他 們 同 行 ； 16 只 是 他 們 的 眼 睛 迷 糊 了 ， 不 認 識 他 。)


The story begins with two disillusioned disciples coming out of Jerusalem. They had witnessed what had been transpired in Jerusalem for the last week. They had put great trust in Jesus as the redeemer from God but their hope was totally shattered. They had waited for the resurrection for three days. But God was silent. Doubt befell them and they felt hopeless. It was even worse that the body was stolen. We may read their great despair and pain in the faces of the staunch supporters of Mr. Tse Cheung Ting last night who lost the election of presidency in Taiwan.

Jesus came up and walk along with them without letting them know he was Christ resurrected. They were kept from recognizing him. Jesus asked question at the appropriate point when the two disciples were able to stop and shared. It might be a level land with shade where they wanted to share their pain. Jesus listened as they talked. Jesus earned their trust by attentive listening and earned the right to speak eventually. 

Why Jesus didn’t appear to them as the glorious resurrected Lord? I think if Jesus did so, the two disciples were surely overwhelmed by his glory and elevated to ecstasy. As such they cannot express their deep despair and pain. Also they cannot concentrate on Jesus’ exposition of the Bible regarding why Christ had to go through the sufferings and crucifixion. Jesus listened and cared about those who are heavy laden and in great despair. We should do the same if we commemorate his resurrection.

One of the keynote speakers for our public lectures for the Chung Chi Christian Festival, Professor Liu Peng shared the story of his coming back to faith. His father is an Anglican priest in Sian. And for that reason he had undergone much discrimination and unfair treatment. He heated Christian faith that had brought him misfortune and suffering. It was only after he came abroad to visit churches in the States his attitude changed. He came along many churches, big and small, and befriended many Christians. These Christians cared and loved him without any ulterior motive. Some cared about him though they knew they would not meet him again. It was because of these concrete love and care that led Professor Liu to Christ. 

In the past week we are saddened by the disturbing news of the serial killing of the prostitutes. The suspected killers are caught but the backdrop of the story is still there. We are told the prostitutes killed were immigrants from the mainland. They worked in that trade because the husbands were not able or not willing to take care of them. We are told many women engaged in similar trade were abused or abandoned wives. As strangers they do not have enough education or training to have decent jobs. They are people on the periphery of the society. They are the marginalized people. But Christ cares for them. Remember Jesus received criticism because he ate with prostitutes and undesirable tax collectors.

We also think of other people working under precarious conditions that expose their lives to danger. Many times workers lost their lives because sufficient precaution was not made. It is not out of negligence but for tight budget out of personal greed on the part of the boss that innocent lives are lost. May the Lord this morning raise up our pastoral sensitivity to the strangers around us.

On the road of Emmas Jesus saw and came near to the distressful strangers. He walked alongside with them and at the appropriate time he asked, and listened. He earned their respect and right to  share the hope. We should pray for the strangers among us. We should be their advocates. We should be on our guard to let resources be made access to those people who wish to receive training to get a job. We should also on our guard to make sure industrial precaution is in place for all workers.

 In this Easter Sunday let us awaken our pastoral sensitivity for those in need around us. If we care about the strangers more we should care those we have acquaintance. It is much easier to  start conversation with acquaintances. Jesus talked about the Old Testament the two disciples knew. All we need today is to heighten our pastoral sensitivity. Jesus came near to them, asked question and listened and earned the respect and right to share.
2. When we receive the strangers we receive the resurrected Lord. Vv. 28-31


28As they approached the village to which they were going, Jesus acted as if he were going farther. 
“29But they urged him strongly, "Stay with us, for it is nearly evening; the day is almost over." So he went in to stay with them.  30When he was at the table with them, he took bread, gave thanks, broke it and began to give it to them. 31Then their eyes were opened and they recognized him, and he disappeared from their sight. ( 28 將 近 他 們 所 去 的 村 子 ， 耶 穌 好 像 還 要 往 前 行 ，  29 他 們 卻 強 留 他 ， 說 ： 時 候 晚 了 ， 日 頭 已 經 平 西 了 ， 請 你 同 我 們 住 下 罷 ！ 耶 穌 就 進 去 ， 要 同 他 們 住 下 。  30 到 了 坐 席 的 時 候 ， 耶 穌 拿 起 餅 來 ， 祝 謝 了 ， 擘 開 ， 遞 給 他 們 。  31 他 們 的 眼 睛 明 亮 了 ， 這 才 認 出 他 來 。 忽 然 耶 穌 不 見 了 。)

When did the disciples recognize Jesus? It is at the table when Jesus gave thanks before the meal that they recognize him. It was the sign of crucifixion that awaken the disciples. The disciples were strangers to Jesus so was Jesus to the disciples. As they listened to Jesus exposition of the Old Testament they were so absolved. When they approached the village Jesus acted as if he were going further. But the disciples retained him, strongly. Why? Where should the stranger go? It was the wilderness beyond Emmas. Jesus should be hungry. So stay behind with us and have dinner and stay over night. It is when they extended the hospitality to stranger they met Jesus. The story confirms what Jesus had told us in Matthew 25. We meet Christ when we visit those in prison and comfort the sick and feed the hungry. Wherever there are sufferings there we find the suffering Christ.  
3. We meet Jesus in His word. Vv. 25-27


25He said to them, "How foolish you are, and how slow of heart to believe all that the prophets have spoken! 26Did not the Christ[b] have to suffer these things and then enter his glory?" 27And beginning with Moses and all the Prophets, he explained to them what was said in all the Scriptures concerning himself. (25 耶 穌 對 他 們 說 ： 無 知 的 人 哪 ， 先 知 所 說 的 一 切 話 ， 你 們 的 心 信 得 太 遲 鈍 了 。  26 基 督 這 樣 受 害 ， 又 進 入 他 的 榮 耀 ， 豈 不 是 應 當 的 麼 ？  27 於 是 從 摩 西 和 眾 先 知 起 ， 凡 經 上 所 指 著 自 己 的 話 都 給 他 們 講 解 明 白 了 。)


Throughout the encounter with the two disciples on the road to Emmas, Jesus purposely kept them from recognize him. Why? As we had said before Jesus wanted to listen to them and hid himself in the person of a stranger so that they would share their deep pain. Another reason is that Jesus want them understand their faith. It is a perennial debate for how much spirit and how much understanding we should have for our faith. I think we should have both because the sword of the Spirit is the word. Jesus made the bewildered disciples understand that it was according to the Old Testament that he had to suffer and was crucified. When Jesus went through the Bible I am sure that the story of Mount Moriah was probably mentioned. It was the type of his being offered as burnt offering that Abraham was ordered to come to Mount Moriah. Understanding of the word will dispel our disbelief. Our faith is under gird by sound understanding. 

Kierkegaard styles the sacrifice of Isaac as the theological suspension of the ethical at Mount Moriah. Why God broke his rule allowing the human sacrifice? There was a theological reason for that. And we should understand. It was not the absolute or blind obedience on the part of Abraham that God required of him. God wanted to teach his people that his only begotten Son, like Isaac the only son of Abraham, would one day sacrifice as burnt offering. This is the main theme of the Old Testament. “And beginning with Moses and all the Prophets, he explained to them what was said in all the Scriptures concerning himself.” (v.27) It was a wonderful Bible study class conducted by the great teacher. The distance of eleven kilometers was too short. As they listened they their hearts were burning, on fire.  I am always cautious of religious experience not informed by understanding or controlled by understanding. In 1 Corinthian 14 talking about corporate worship Paul said humorously that “the spirits of the prophets are subject to the control of the prophets.”  (14: 32) When we speak in tongues publicly there should be interpreters for the edification of the participants otherwise speaking in tongue is discouraged. 

We meet the resurrected Lord in when we love kindness and do justice to our strangers. We also meet the resurrected Lord in his word with understanding and in spirit. I think there is another reason why Jesus kept them from recognize him and led them into understanding the Old Testament. If the disciples met Jesus naked as the glorious resurrected Lord they will be overwhelmed by ecstasy. Great and envious is the religious experience. Yet experience is too personal and it will fade as time comes by. However we may deepen our understanding by revisiting to the same texts expounded by Jesus. And our understanding will deepen as we further ponder upon it. Also we can share our understanding with others. The two disciples in fact went back to Jerusalem to report what they had learnt from Jesus to the eleven apostles gathered in the house. Here we see that two so called common disciples instructed the apostles.  We witness the communion of saints on the first Easter Sunday. 


In Easter Sunday we know the Lord had risen and he lives among us. He lives among us through the Spirit, through the holy word and through the communion of saints which is the church. He also lives in the suffering of strangers. And we will encounter the resurrected Jesus in our charity rendered to strangers in need. On the road of Emmas many people are in despair and feel hopeless. Let us come near to them, asked questions and listened to them, earn the right to share the anticipated story of Mount Moriah as well as the fulfilled story of Calvary where the only begotten Son was sacrificed for our sins. He rose again to give us hope and new life. Amen.
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